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ACTION NEA-07 

INFO OCT-01 SS-14 ISO-OO INR-05 PM-03 PRS-01 SP-02 H-01 

SAM-01 OMB-01 OES-02 NSC-05 NSCE-00 CIAE-00 DODE-OO 

TRSE-00 USIA-01 /044W 

000451 

R 190748Z APR 76 
FM AMEMBASSY DAMASCUS 
TO SECSTATE WASHDC 7287 
INFO AMEMBASSY JIDDA 
AMEMBASSY AMMAN 
AMEMBASSY BEIRUT 
USINT BAGHDAD 

CONFIDENTIAL DAMASCUS 2361 
LIMDIS 

E.O. 11652: GDS 

TAGS: PFOR, ENRG, SY, IZ 

SUBJECT: SYRIAN NEED FOR SAUDI CRUDE OIL 
REF: DAMASCUS 2274 (NOTAL) 

1 . MINISTER OF ECONOMY IMADI TOLD AMBASSADOR APRIL 17 
THAT LATEST MISSION TO SAUDI ARABIA OF DEPPRIMIN FOR 
ECONOMIC AFFAIRS HAYDAR AND DEPDEFMIN JAMIL WAS TO NEGO- 
TIATE SAUDI OIL FOR USE IN SYRIA'S HOMS REFINERY. 

2. ARRANGEMENT WOULD INVOLVE OFFTAKE FROM TAPLINE 
AT SIDON. OIL AT SIDON WOULD BE BROUGHT BY TANKER TO 
SYRIAN TERMINAL AT BANIAS. OIL WOULD THEN BE PUMPED 
FROM BANIAS TO HOMS FOR BLENDING WITH SYRIAN OIL IN ORDER 
TO KEEP HOMS REFINERY FUNCTIONING. 

3. THIS FOLLOWS APRIL 9 OR 10 CUT OF IRAQI OIL SUPPLIES 
TO HOMS (REFTEL). 

CONFIDENTIAL 
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4. COMMENT: FOREGOING MAKES IT APPEAR THAT SYRIA CONSIDERS 
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IT IMPROBABLE IRAQ WILL RESTORE NORMAL KIRKUK CRUDE TRANSIT 
FLOW THROUGH SYRIA IN FORESEEABLE FUTURE. 

MURPHY 


CONFIDENTIAL 
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